Myocardial revascularization: evolution of a surgical procedure.
Since its inception, myocardial revascularization has steadily evolved. The patient population is older with more extensive cardiac disease. Surgical mortality is currently 1% with a less than 1% perioperative myocardial infarction rate. The number of grafts done per patient has increased to more than three with 80% of the patients being completely revascularized. Ninety percent of the patients receive at least one internal mammary artery graft. With more complete revascularization and greater use of the internal mammary artery, the prospects for long-term survival and palliation have improved.